Buchanan proceeded :?With regard to the history of the case I lately operated on, I may state that, for a few days after the operation, it appeared to promise well; but on the fifth day flatus set in, and symptoms of peritonitis supervened, and, on the seventh day, the woman died. The case had, however, a special interest in respect of some remarkable symptoms which the patient exhibited. As I have already stated, she progressed favourably for the first few days. On the night preceding the fifth day after the operation she had some pain in the abdomen, and I ordered an injection, which was followed by copious relief. Next morning I found her in a state of trance.
dead body. She lay perfectly motionless, giving no sign of possessing consciousness.
I was completely puzzled with the symptoms, which to me at least were new. In order to discover some clue to them, I requested Mr. Grieve, who had attended her in her confinement some two years previously, to inform me of any circumstance he could discover which might tend to throw light on the case, but he could learn nothing material. Her husband, however, on being questioned, stated that at the period of her confinement she had been subject to fits of irritability. This, however, did not explain the remarkable symptoms. I then enquired of the husband if there was anything connected with the family which might account for her present condition, when he stated that her mother was subject to fits of trance, which lasted sometimes for a fortnight; that during these fits her breathing was good, and her skin warm; and that at that very time she was lying in such a fit, and, consequently, wholly ignorant of her daughter's state. I will only add, as regards this case, that the woman died after being 24 
